THE RIGHT TO A CLEAN
ENVIRONMENT

A Clean
Environment

in the United States

is a Human Right

WHAT IS THE RIGHT TO A CLEAN ENVIRONMENT?
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The Right to a Clean
Environment Includes:
Clean Air: Protection of humans and their
environment against air pollution.1
Clean Water: The availability of quality drinking
water, sufficient to meet human need for improved
health and sustainable development.2
Wildlife and Habitat: The safeguarding and wise
management of wildlife and its habitat in order to
maintain population levels necessary for the survival
of all life forms.3
Pollution Prevention: Ending the discharge of
toxic substances in order to ensure that serious
or irreversible damage is not inflicted upon
ecosystems.4
Development and Cooperation: The handling
of international matters concerning the protection
and improvement of the environment in a
cooperative spirit by all countries equally for the
benefit of their populations.5
Education and Participation: The right to free
access to environmental information and broad
dissemination of the knowledge of nature.6 The right
to public participation in decision-making regarding
issues directly affecting a person’s environment.7
Sustainability: Promotion of development
that meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to
meet their own needs.8
Climate Change Reversal: Protecting the planet
from the effects of global warming caused by human
activity.9
Scientific Research/Innovation: The necessity
of scientific and technological research, dialogue,
and exchange intended to further understanding
and reduce or eliminate the remaining uncertainties
regarding the causes, effects, magnitude, and timing
of climate change.10
Healthy Living and Quality of Life: An
environment that safeguards health and well-being
necessary to a life of dignity.11
Effective Remedy: The access to justice and
means of redress when a person’s environment
has suffered damage or degradation,12 including
access to fair, open, transparent, and equitable
administrative and judicial proceedings.13

The right to a clean environment is fundamental. It is both dependent upon and a
precondition to a number of other human rights, including civil, political, economic,
social, and cultural rights. For example, the preservation, conservation, and restoration
of the environment are necessary for the enjoyment of the rights to health, to food,
and to a decent, dignified life.
The right to a clean environment is not a purely individual right. Rather, it has a collective
facet, belonging equally to such groups as future generations and indigenous peoples
whose cultures depend on the environment for their existence and perpetuation.14
DOES U.S. LAW RECOGNIZE THE RIGHT TO A CLEAN ENVIRONMENT?

While the U.S. has some of the world’s most comprehensive laws regarding environmental
protection,15 it does not officially recognize an individual’s human right to a clean
environment. The U.S. supported the adoption of the Rio Declaration on Environment
and Development, which recognizes the right to a clean environment and provides
over-arching principles for environmental protection and sustainable development,
but the declaration is not legally binding.16 The U.S. has ratified some international
environmental treaties,17 but refused to ratify the Kyoto Protocol, the key international
environmental treaty requiring reduced greenhouse gas emissions by 2010.18 Meanwhile,
the U.S. remains among the top polluters in the world.19 In the absence of national
recognition, some states recognize the right to a clean environment.20
IS THE U.S. FULFILLING THE RIGHT TO A CLEAN ENVIRONMENT?

Serious environmental problems persist in the United States. There are over 1,100
domestic endangered plant and animal species listed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service,21 more than 1,300 designated hazardous sites listed on the National Priorities
List,22 and ongoing environmental discrimination in which environmental hazards
disproportionately affect poor and minority communities.23
Clean Air
Despite drastic improvements in air quality since the passage of the Clean Air Act in
1970,24 over 40% of Americans still live in places where the air quality received at least
one F from the American Lung Association, which estimates that up to 34,000 deaths
could be prevented yearly by stronger health standards for particle pollution.25 Toxic
air pollution is also inadequately controlled, but the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) has imposed regulations on nitrogen oxide and sulfur dioxide emissions.26 Still,
the U.S. consumes about a fifth of the fossil fuels used worldwide,27 despite having
nowhere near one fifth of the population.
Clean Water
The Clean Water Act, passed in 1972, is the primary law that protects our nation’s
water resources. However, recent Supreme Court decisions have challenged the law’s
scope and compromised the protection of 20 million acres of wetlands.28 Agricultural
pesticides, animal waste, industrial pollution, mining, and sewage are some of the biggest
threats to U.S. waterways,29 and in 2010, industry poured 226 million pounds of waste
into water in all 50 states.30 As a result of these different forms of pollution, the latest
data shows 53% of assessed rivers and streams, 68% of lakes, reservoirs, and ponds,
and 66% of estuaries are polluted.31 In addition, as the demand for clean drinking water
grows, the available supply is shrinking. Water shortage by the mid-21st century is a
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The Right to a Clean Environment in the United States

Clean Water (continued)
major risk for over one third of U.S. counties.32 Its corollary, polluted
drinking water, disproportionately affects minorities and the poor.33

The American Recovery and Rinvestment Act contributed about $6
billion to the EPA’s Clean Water and Drinking Water State Revolving Funds. These funds
are intended to be used and repaid repeatedly to improve water in all 50 states.34
Wildlife and Habitat
Habitat loss and degradation pose the greatest threat to United States wildlife,
particularly through processes such as introduction of non-native species, disease, overexploitation, pollution, and climate change.35 Although there is no U.S. legislation that
specifically protects environmental ecosystems, the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of
1973 provides protection for the habitats of species that are threatened with extinction
by human activity. Since the ESA passed, only 1% of protected species have gone extinct. 36
However, delays in adding endangered species to the list may have led to the extinction
of many other species.37 Due to the interconnectedness of organisms living in the same
environment, species extinction has a domino effect that could destroy large segments
of ecosystems.38
Pollution Prevention
Toxic chemicals in our air, land, and water have a profound impact on the environment
and human health. Environmental toxins in children cause up to 35% of asthma cases,
10% of cancer cases, and 20% of neurobehavioral disorders.39 Americans consume more
than their body weight daily in different products,40 and many of these products create
waste in their production and use. The U.S has two primary laws to regulate hazardous
waste and hold polluters accountable for their actions: the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA) and the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation,
and Liability Act (CERCLA).41 The RCRA set up a system of tracking hazardous materials
throughout their life cycle, and the CERCLA set up a “Superfund” to clean up America’s
most toxic sites, paid for by the polluters.42 Although these laws have made significant
strides in the reduction and remediation of toxic pollution, industry lobbying and
underfunding are barriers to cleaning up many of America’s most toxic sites.43
Development and Cooperation
In 1992, the U.S. signed on to Agenda 21 at the United Nations Conference on Environment
and Development.44 Acknowledging the correlation between poverty and environmental
degradation, Agenda 21 seeks to bring poor countries into environmental agreements
while simultaneously supporting economic development in those countries.45 The United
Nations would like the 22 richest nations in the world to donate .7% of their overall
wealth to foreign aid. However, the U.S. donated only .2% of its GNI in 2005, ranking it
20th of 22 listed donor states.46

U.S. Government
Obligations71
Clean Air:
Endeavor to limit and gradually reduce
air pollution, including long-range
transboundary air pollution.
Clean Water:
Sustainably manage water resources,
promote effective use of water, and
provide access to information and public
participation in decision-making concerning
water issues.
Wildlife and Habitat:
Regulate and manage biological resources
for the conservation of biological diversity.
Promote and encourage understanding
of the importance of, and the measures
necessary to, ensure the conservation of
biological diversity.
Pollution:
Take all possible steps to prevent pollution
of natural systems.
Development and Cooperation:
Provide international assistance to further
sustainable development worldwide.
Education and Participation:
Promote environmental education and
training for the general public, as well
as specified target groups. Facilitate
and promote public participation in
environmental decision-making processes.
Sustainability:
Promote and increase use of renewable
forms of energy, as well as sustainable
patterns of production and consumption.
Climate Change:
Take precautionary measures to anticipate,
prevent, or minimize the causes of climate
change and mitigate its adverse effects.
Scientific Research/Innovation:
Adequately fund and promote innovation
of environmentally sound technologies to
address current environmental challenges.

Education and Participation
Effective public participation is not possible without equal and open access to information.
In 1990, the U.S. passed the National Environmental Education Act, establishing a policy
of support for environmental education in schools and institutions of higher education.
Thirty million students and 1.2 million teachers annually are involved in environmental
programs.47 However, environmental education has been hurt by the No Child Left
Behind Act and a focus on standardized testing. The law’s requirements have diverted
instruction time from environmental education programs.48

Healthy Living and Quality of Life:
Ensure that environmental degradation
does not threaten people’s health and wellbeing.

The EPA partners with a variety of groups to produce curricula and resources for public
and community education.49 It also has grants available specifically for education initiatives
that combine information and involvement in educational issues. 50

For more information, visit:

Effective Remedy:
Develop national and international laws
regarding liability and compensation for
victims of environmental damage.

DiscoverHumanRights.org

The Advocates for Human Rights • 330 Second Avenue South, #800, Minneapolis, MN 55402 • 612-341-3302

The Right to a Clean Environment in the United States

A Clean
Environment
is a Human Right

Quotes from International Human
Rights Documents
“Both aspects of man’s environment,
the natural and the man-made, are
essential to his well-being and to the
enjoyment of basic human rights even the right to life itself.”72
Declaration of the United Nations
Conference on the Human
Environment, Preface

“Man has the fundamental right
to freedom, equality and adequate
conditions of life, in an environment
that permits a life of dignity and
well-being, and he bears a solemn
responsibility to protect and improve
the environment for present and
future generations.”73
Declaration of the United Nations
Conference on the Human
Environment, Principle 1

“Human beings are at the centre
of concerns for sustainable
development. They are entitled
to a healthy and productive life in
harmony with nature.”74
Rio Declaration on Environment
and Development, Principle 1

“Peace, development and
environmental protection are
interdependent and indivisible.”75
Rio Declaration on Environment
and Development, Principle 25

Sustainability
Though the federal government has policies on making
government operations more environmentally sustainable,
there is no official policy or plan governing environmental
sustainability for the country as a whole. Production and consumption in the U.S.
exceed sustainable levels. The U.S. consumes more water51 and produces more
municipal waste than any other population52 – including other developed nations.
The per capita oil consumption in the U.S. is over twice that of the European
Union. 53 Furthermore, the U.S. population growth rate is higher than those of the
European Union, Japan, Canada, and most other developed countries, and more
people necessarily use more resources. 54
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Climate Change Reversal
Scientists agree that human-made climate change is underway and represents a
significant threat to public health and our quality of life. The combustion of fossil
fuels represents the largest source of greenhouse gases, followed by deforestation
and agriculture. 55 Climate change has been linked to increased extreme weather
events, rising temperatures and sea levels, rapidly retreating glaciers, and alterations
in river flows. 56 Crops have already been affected by higher temperatures, 57 and
climate change has shortened millions of human lives worldwide through disease,
malnutrition, and natural disasters. 58 The U.S. is the second-highest emitter of
carbon dioxide, per capita and in absolute tons.59 Despite this fact, the U.S. has not
ratified the Kyoto Protocol,60 which is the most recent international agreement
seeking to regulate carbon dioxide. Over thirty U.S. states61 and over 850 cities62
have agreed to some form of climate change policy, and the EPA has recently
established some emissions regulations under the Clean Air Act.63
Scientific Research/Innovation in Environmentally Sound Technologies
For many years, advancements in science and technology related to the environment
were stunted by a lack of funding and political interference.64 There have been
both positive and negative signs lately, on this front. The American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act allotted some funds to climate research, establishing some
technologies for long-term use.65 However, while there is interest among scientists
in expanding climate research, the funding is limited.66
Healthy Living and Quality of Life
When the environment is harmed, our basic human right to health is compromised.
Cancer, heart disease, asthma, birth defects, behavioral disorders, and infertility are
all either caused or exacerbated by environmental hazards.67 The negative health
impacts of environmental pollution and degradation fall most heavily on poor and
minority communities. For example, 3 of every 5 African-Americans and Latinos in
the United States have toxic waste sites in their communities.68
Right to an Effective Remedy
The EPA practices three different types of enforcement to ensure that regulations
are respected: civil, cleanup, and criminal. Several environmental acts, including the
Clean Water Act and the Clean Air Act, contain citizen lawsuit provisions. Despite
the many successful environmental lawsuits over the years, several obstacles
remain in terms of access to an effective remedy. The most obvious flaws in the
U.S. environmental regulatory system include the failure to remedy past and future
actions, the failure to protect against the impact of pollutants, and the requirement
for emissions limits and technological control on only a fraction of pollutants.69,70
Last updated December 2013

The Advocates for Human Rights • 330 Second Avenue South, #800, Minneapolis, MN 55402 • 612-341-3302

A Clean
Environment

Endnotes

is a Human Right

w

w

w
.d

is c

o ver

hum a nr

ig h

ts

.o

rg

1.

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe. 1979. “Convention on
Long-1. range Transboundary Air Pollution.”

18.

Kyoto Protocol Status of Ratification. http://unfccc.int/files/kyoto_protocol/
status_of_ratification/application/pdf/kp_ratification.pdf.

2.

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe. 1992. “Protocol on Water
and Health.” March Article 4. http://www.unece.org/env/documents/2000/wat/
mp.wat.2000.1.e.pdf.

19.

Clark, Duncan. 2011. “Which Nations are Most Responsible for Climate
Change?” The Guardian. http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2011/apr/21/
countries-responsible-climate-change.

3.

United Nations Environmental Programme. 1972. “Declaration of the United
Nations Conference on the Human Environment.” Principle 4. http://www.
unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/ Default.asp?DocumentID=97&ArticleID=
1503

20.

4.

United Nations. 1972. “Declaration of the United Nations Conference on
the Human Environment.” Principle 6. http://www.unep.org/Documents.
Multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=97&ArticleID=1503.

5.

United Nations Environmental Programme. 1972. “Declaration of the United
Nations Conference on the Human Environment.” Principle 24. http://www.
unep.org/Documents. Multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=97&ArticleID=
1503.

See Hawaii Const. art. XI, § 9 (Each person has the right to a clean and healthful
environment, as defined by laws relating to environmental quality, including
control of pollution and conservation, protection and enhancement of natural
resources. Any person may enforce this right against any party, public or private,
through appropriate legal proceedings, subject to reasonable limitations and
regulation as provided by law); Massachusetts Const. article of amendment XLIX
(The people shall have the right to clean air and water, freedom from excessive
and unnecessary noise, and the natural, scenic, historic, and esthetic qualities of
their environment); Pennsylvania Const. art. I, § 27 (The people have a right to
clean air, pure water, and to the preservation of the natural, scenic, historic and
esthetic values of the environment).

21.

6.

United Nations General Assembly. 1982. “World Charter for Nature.”
Implementation, 15. http://sedac.ciesin.columbia.edu/entri/texts/world.charter.
for.nature.1982.html.

United States Fish and Wildlife Service. 2012. “Summary of Listed Species Listed
Populations and Recovery Plans, as of Fri, 08 Jun 2012 19:10:12 GMT.” Species
Reports. http://ecos.fws.gov/tess_public/pub/boxScore.jsp.

7.

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe. 1998. “Convention on
Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access
to Justice in Environmental Matters.” Aarhus, Denmark. Article 1. https://
portal.health.fgov.be/pls/portal/docs/PAGE/ARUS/ HOMEPAGE/AARHUS_
DOCUMENTS/TEXT_EN_0.PDF.

8.

United Nations. 1992. “United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change.” Article 3. http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/conveng.pdf;
United Nations General Assembly (1987) Report of the World Commission
on Environment and Development: Our Common Future. Transmitted to the
General Assembly as an Annex to document A/42/427 - Development and
International Co-operation: Environment, http://www.un-documents.net/
ocf-02.htm.

9.

United Nations. “United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change.” 1992. Article 3. http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/conveng.pdf.

10.

United Nations. 1992. “United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change.” Article 4. http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/conveng.pdf.

11.

United Nations. 1972. “Declaration of the United Nations Conference on
the Human Environment.” Principle 1. http://www.unep.org/Documents.
Multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID =97&ArticleID=1503.

12.

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe. 1998. “Convention on
Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access
to Justice in Environmental Matters.” Aarhus, Denmark. Article 1. https://
portal.health.fgov.be/pls/portal/docs/PAGE/ARUS/ HOMEPAGE/AARHUS_
DOCUMENTS/TEXT_EN_0.PDF.

13.

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe. 1998. “Convention on
Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access
to Justice in Environmental Matters.” Aarhus, Denmark. Administrative and
Judicial Proceedings, 25. https://portal.health.fgov. be/pls/portal/docs/PAGE/
ARUS/HOMEPAGE/AARHUS_DOCUMENTS/TEXT_EN_0.PDF.

14.

Cullet, Philippe “Definition of an Environmental Right in a Human Rights
Context:” p. 2. International Environmental Law Research Center. http://
www.ielrc.org/content/a9502.pdf.

15.

Including, but not limited to, the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of
1976 and the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act of 1980.

16.

United Nations Environment Programme. “Rio Declaration on Environment
and Development.” http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?
documentID=78&articleID=1163.

17.

United Nations. “Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete
the Ozone Layer.” 1987. http://treaties.un.org/pages/ViewDetails.
aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XXVII-2-a&chapter=27&lang=en; United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. “Status of Ratification
of the Convention.” 1994. http://unfccc.int/essential_background/convention/
status_of_ratification/items/2631.php

22. Environmental Protection Agency. 2013. “National Priorities List.” http://www.
epa.gov/superfund/sites/npl/index.htm.
23.

Robert D. Bullard, PhD et al. 2007. “Toxic Wastes and Race at Twenty: 1987 2007.” http://www.ucc.org/assets/pdfs/toxic20.pdf.

24.

Environmental Protection Agency. “2012. “Clean Air Act.” http://www.epa.gov/
air/caa

25.

American Lung Association. 2013. “State of the Air.” http://www.stateoftheair.
org/2013/assets/ala-sota-2013.pdf.

26.

Editor. 2011. “An Aggressive Ruling on Clean Air.” The New York Times. http://
www.nytimes.com/2011/07/11/opinion/11mon1.html?ref=cleanairact

27.

CRS Report for Congress. 2008. “Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Perspectives on
the Top 20 Emitters and Developed Versus Developing Nations,” http://www.
fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RL32721.pdf.

28. Leavitt, Christy. 2007. “Troubled Waters: An Analysis of 2005 Clean Water
Act Compliance.”Environment Maryland Research & Policy Center. http://
www.environmentmaryland.org/sites/environment/files/reports/MD-TroubledWaters-2007.pdf
29.

National Resources Defense Council. 2003. “What’s on Tap?” Executive
Summary. http://www.nrdc.org/water/drinking/uscities/execsum.asp

30.

Kerth, Rob, and Shelly Vinyard. 2012. “Wasting our Waterways 2012.”
Environment America. http://www.environmentamerica.org/sites/environment/
files/reports/Wasting%20Our%20Waterways%20vUS.pdf

31.

Environmental Protection Agency. 2012. “National Summary of State
Information.” Watershed Assessment, Tracking & Environmental Results. http://
ofmpub.epa.gov/waters10/attains_nation_cy.control

32.

ScienceDaily. 2012. “Climate Change May Increase Risk of Water Shortages
in Hundreds of US Counties by 2050.” http://www.sciencedaily.com/
releases/2012/02/120215143003.htm

33.

Robert D. Bullard, PhD et al. 2007.Toxic Wastes and Race at Twenty: 1987 2007. http://www.ucc.org/assets/pdfs/toxic20.pdf

34.

U.S. Government Accountability Office. 2011. “Recover Act: Funds Supported
Many Water Projects, and Federal and State Monitoring Shows Few Compliance
Problems.” http://www.gao.gov/assets/330/320234.pdf

35.

Environmental Literacy Council. 2008. “Threatened and Endangered Species.”
http://www.enviroliteracy.org/article.php/33.html

36.

Center for Biological Diversity. 2012. “110 Success Stories for Endangered
Species Day 2012.” On Time, On Target. www.esasuccess.org/report_2012.
html#T9ZV-VLTgQN

37.

Center for Biological Diversity. 2007. “Extinction and the Endangered Species
Act: A Summary.” http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/campaigns/candidate_
project/pdfs/ExtinctESASummary.pdf

The Advocates for Human Rights • 330 Second Avenue South, #800, Minneapolis, MN 55402 • 612-341-3302

A Clean
Environment

Endnotes

is a Human Right

w

w

w
.d

is c

o ver

hum a nr

ig h

ts

.o

rg

38. Meyers, Norman and Andrew Knoll. 2010. “How Will the Sixth Extinction
Affect Evolution of Species?” May 2001. http://www.actionbioscience.org/
newfrontiers/myers_knoll.html?print
39.

P. Landrigan, C.Schechter, J. Lipton, M. Fahs, and J. Schwartz. Environmental
Health Perspectives. 110:721–728. 2002. “Environmental Pollutants and Disease
in American Children: Estimates of Morbidity, Mortality, and Costs for Lead
Poisoning, Asthma, Cancer, and Developmental Disabilities.” http://www.sehn.
org/tccpdf/childhood%20illness.pdf

58.

Shuman, Emily K., M.D. 2010. “Global Climate Change and Infectious Diseases.”
New England Journal of Medicine. http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/
NEJMp0912931

59.

Clark, Duncan. 2011. “Which Nations are Most Responsible for Climate
Change?” The Guardian. http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2011/apr/21/
countries-responsible-climate-change

60.

Kyoto Protocol Status of Ratification. http://unfccc.int/files/kyoto_protocol/
status_of_ratification/application/pdf/kp_ratification.pdf.

40.

Goldberg, Suzanne. 2010. “US cult of greed is now a global environmental threat,
report warns.” The Guardian. http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2010/
jan/12/climate-change-greed-environment-threat

61.

Environmental Protection Agency. 2013. “State Examples.” State and Local
Climate and Energy Program. http://www.epa.gov/statelocalclimate/state/stateexamples/index.html

41.

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976, http://www.epa.gov/
oecaagct/lrca.html; Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation,
and Liability Act of 1980, http://www.epa.gov/oecaagct/lcla.html

62.

Kraft, Michael. 2009. “U.S. Global Environmental Policy in the Post-Bush Era”
Paper presented at the annual meeting of the ISA’s 50th Annual Convention
“Exploring the Past, Anticipating the Future.” New York City, New York.
http://citation.allacademic.com/meta/p_mla_apa_research_citation/3/1/2/3/7/
p312370_index.html

63.

Editor. 2011. “An Aggressive Ruling on Clean Air.” The New York Times.
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/11/opinion/11mon1.html?ref=cleanairact

42. Ibid.
43.

Wolk, Julie. 2003. “Cleanup Slowdown: How Under-funding the Superfund
Program Harms Communities Across America.” Environment California. https://
pincdn.s3.amazonaws.com/assets/nP5F1FTajrz4xiO-rxTlxA/Cleanup_Slowdown.
pdf

44. Sessions, Kathy. 1993. “Products of the Earth Summit.” Environmental
Protection Agency. http://www2.epa.gov/aboutepa/products-earth-summit
45.

United Nations Conference on Environment and Development. 1992. Agenda
21, Rio Declaration, Forest Principles. [New York]: United Nations.

46. Anders, Jaroslaw. 2007. “United States is Largest Donor of Foreign Aid, Report
Says.” http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/article/2007/05/20070524165115zj
sredna0.2997553.html#axzz2nkkzUwvT
47.

Southeast Education Network. 2011. “Georgia Aquarium touches the heart
to touch the mind.” http://www.seenmagazine.us/articles/article-detail/
articleid/1686/georgia-aquarium-touches-the-heart-to-teach-the-mind.aspx

48. 113th Congress. “S. 1306: No Child Left Inside Act of 2013.” https://www.
govtrack.us/congress/bills/113/s1306
49.

Environmental Protection Agency. 2009. “Public Education and Community
Programs: Public Education.” http://www.epa.gov/oms/stateresources/rellinks/
pec_publiced.htm

50.

Environmental Protection Agency. 2012. “EE Grants.” http://www.epa.gov/
education/grants/index.html

51.

Fischetti, Mark. 2012. “How Much Water Do Nations Consume?” Scientific
American. http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=graphic-sciencehow-much-water-nations-consume

52.

NationMaster. 2003-2011. “Municipal waste generation (most recent) by
country.” http://www.nationmaster.com/graph/env_mun_was_gen-environmentmunicipal-waste-generation

53.

NationMaster. 2003-2011 “Oil consumption (per capita) (most recent) (by
country).” http://www.nationmaster.com/graph/ene_oil_con_percap-energy-oilconsumption-per-capita

54.

Central Intelligence Agency. “Field Listing: Population Growth Rate.” The World
Factbook. Accessed 2012. https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-worldfactbook/fields/2002.html

55.

Kraft, Michael. 2009. “U.S. Global Environmental Policy in the Post-Bush Era”
Paper presented at the annual meeting of the ISA’s 50th Annual Convention
“Exploring the Past, Anticipating theFuture.” New York City, New York.
http://citation.allacademic.com/meta/p_mla_apa_research_citation/3/1/2/3/7/
p312370_index.html

56.

57.

Karl, Thomas, Jerry Melillo, and Thomas Peterson (eds). 2009. Global Climate
Change Impacts in the United States. U.S. Global Change Research Program.
http://nca2009.globalchange.gov/

64. Goldenberg, Suzanne and Carrington, Damian. 2009. “Revealed: the secret
evidence of globalwarming Bush tried to hide.” The Observer. http://www.
guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/jul/26/climate-change-obama-administration
65. Recovery.gov. 2011. “Advanced Climate Research Funded by Recovery.”
http://www.recovery.gov/News/featured/Pages/Advanced-Climate-ResearchFunded-by-Recovery-.aspx
66. Smith, Matt. 2012. “Scientists back ‘significant broadening’ of climate research
amid tight budgets.’ http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/05/us/climate-research/
67.

P. Landrigan, C.Schechter, J. Lipton, M. Fahs, and J. Schwartz. Environmental
Health Perspectives. 110:721–728. 2002. “Environmental Pollutants and Disease
in American Children: Estimates of Morbidity, Mortality, and Costs for Lead
Poisoning, Asthma, Cancer, and Developmental Disabilities.” http://www.sehn.
org/tccpdf/childhood%20illness.pdf

68. State Environmental Resource Center. 2004. “Environmental Justice: Fact
Pack.” http://www.serconline.org/ej/fact.html
69.

Harden, Monique, Nathalie Walker, and Vernice Miller-Travis. “Acting on
Principle: Opportunities and Strategies for Achieving Environmental Justice
through Human Rights Laws and Standards.” in Bringing Human Rights Home.
Cynthia Soohoo, Catherine Albisa, and Martha F Davis, eds. (Greenwood
Publishing Group, 2008), 271.

70.

Editor. 2011. “An Aggressive Ruling on Clean Air.” The New York Times.
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/07/11/opinion/11mon1.html?ref=cleanairact

71.

United Nations. “Convention on Biological Diversity.” June 1992. Article 8,
13. http://www.cbd.int/doc/legal/cbd-en.pdf; United Nations. “United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change.” 1992. Article 3. http://unfccc.
int/resource/docs/convkp/conveng.pdf; United Nations. “The Rio Declaration
on Environment and Development.” 1992. The United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development. Principle 27. http://bch.minambiente.it/EN/
Documents/RioDecl.pdf; United Nations Economic Commission for Europe.
“Sofia Guidelines.” 1995. Public Participation 16,18. http://www.unece.org/env/
documents/1995/cep/ece.cep.24e.pdf

72. United Nations Environmental Programme. “Declaration of the United
Nations Conference on the Human Environment.” June 1972. http://fletcher.
tufts.edu/multi/texts/STOCKHOLMDECL.txt
73.

Ibid.

74.

United Nations Environmental Programme. “Rio Declaration on Environment
and Development.” http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?
documentid=78&articleid=1163

75.

Ibid.

Siegel-Itzkovich, Judy. 2012. “Global Warming Affects Cultivated Crops.”
Jerusalem Post. http://www.jpost.com/Health/Article.aspx?id=269678; Connor,
Steve. 2007. “World’s most important crops hit by global warming effects.”
The Independent. http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/climate-change/
worlds-most-important-crops-hit-by-global-warming-effects-440850.html
The Advocates for Human Rights • 330 Second Avenue South, #800, Minneapolis, MN 55402 • 612-341-3302

